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11) The Impact of the Potato by Jeff Chapman
(http://lwww.history-magazine.com/potato.html)

In most of Europe, the upper classes saw the potato's potential before the more superstitious lower
classes, and the encouragement to begin growing potatoes had to come from above.

In meat-loving England, farmers and urban workers regarded potatoes with extreme distaste. In 1662,
the Royal Society recommended the cultivation of the tuber to the English government and the nation,
but this recommendation had little impact. Potatoes did not become a staple until, during the food
shortages associated with the Revolutionary Wars, the English government began to officially
encourage potato cultivation. In 1795, the Board of Agriculture issued a pamphlet entitled "Hints




Respecting the Culture and Use of Potatoes"; this was followed shortly by pro-potato editorials and
potato recipes in The Times. Gradually, the lower classes began to follow the lead of the upper classes.

A similar pattern emerged across the English Channel in the Netherlands, Belgium and France. While
the potato slowly gained ground in eastern France (where it was often the only crop remaining after
marauding soldiers plundered wheat fields and vineyards), it did not achieve widespread acceptance
until the late 1700s. The peasants remained suspicious, in spite of a 1771 paper from the Faculté de Paris
testifying that the potato was not harmful but beneficial. The people began to overcome their distaste
when the plant received the royal seal of approval: Louis XV! began to sport a potato flower in his
buttonhole, and Marie-Antoinette wore the purple potato blossom in her hair.

Frederick the Great of Prussia saw the potato's potential to help feed his nation and lower the price of
bread, but faced the challenge of overcoming the people’s prejudice against the plant. When he issued
a 1774 order for his subjects to grow potatoes as protection against famine, the town of Kolberg replied:
"The things have neither smell nor taste, not even the dogs will eat them, so what use are they to us?"
Trying a less direct approach to encourage his subjects to begin planting potatoes, Frederick used a bit
of reverse psychology: he planted a royal field of potato plants and stationed a heavy guard to protect
this field from thieves. Nearby peasants naturally assumed that anything worth guarding was worth
stealing, and so snuck into the field and snatched the plants for their home gardens. Of course, this was
entirely in line with Frederick’s wishes.

In the Russian Empire, Catherine the Great ordered her subjects to begin cultivating the tuber, but

many ignored this order. They were supported in this dissension by the Orthodox Church, which argued
cultivated in Russia until 1850, when Czar Nicholas | began to enforce Catherine's order.
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13) http:/ /www.star-k.org/kashrus /kk-issues-bishul.htm

The White House State Dinner Policy - The Star-K asked the White House executive
chef what the White House banquet policy is regarding the use of canned products for
state dinnets. A specific question was what is the policy regarding canned cranberry




sauce? We also asked whether potato chips are served at state dinners. The chef’s
response was as follows, “We would setve whatever the guest wants, however, we never
served potato chips, not do we ever use canned goods...everything is prepared fresh!”

Notel: Even though the White House may never use canned foods, if the food was first cooked before the
canning process, then at that time it is perfectly fit for use at a state dinner and the subsequent canning does
not remove the proscription of bishul akum.
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